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Contents of the October Bulletin. 


»'The number of crimes known to contributing police departments as 
submitted by them to the Bureau of Investigation for the month of 
October is set forth in the regular tables published in the current 
bulletin. Table I contains the number of offenses as reported by 
urban police departments, and Table I~A those furnished by counties, 
possessions, and: others. Reports for months previous to October 
received since the September issue of the bulletin, and revised returns, 
which are those already published but in which some adjustments have 
been made, are contained in Tables II, I-A, and II-B. Other tables 
in the bulletin show the extent of the population area covered by the 
the returns, the number of current ar supplementary returns re- 
ceived during the year, the average daily number of offenses, and the 
per cent of each offense class to the total number reported. 

In addition there is included a table reflecting the number of police 
department employees as indicated by returns received for the first 
nine months of 1931 and the number of such employees per 1,000 
persons for reporting cities of 50,000 or more in population. 

. The Department of Justice does not vouch for the accuracy of the 
reports sent in by chiefs of police in different cities. They are given 


Out as current information, which possibly may throw some light on 


problems of crime and criminal law enforcement. 

The term ‘‘Offenses known to the police” is designed to include 
those crimes designated as' Part’T Classes of the Uniform Classification 
occuring within the qeor jurisdiction, whether they become known 
to the police tet reports of police officers; of citizens, of prose- 
euting or court officials, or otherwise. They are confined to’ the 
following group of seven classes of grave offenses, shown by experience 
to be: those most’ generally and completely reported to the police: 
Felonious homicide, including (a) murder, nonnegligent manslaughter, 
and (b) manslaughter by negligence; rape; robbery; aggravated 
assault; burglary—breaking or entering; larceny—theft, including 


_ (a) thefts of $50 and over and (b) thefts of under $50; and auto theft. 


e figures contained herein include also the number of attempted 
crimes of the designated classes. Attempted murders, however, are 


(1) 





2 


reported as aggravated assults. In other words, an attempted bur- 
glary or robbery, for example, is reported in the monthly bulletin in 
the same manner as if the crime had been completed. 

“‘Offenses known to the police” include, therefore, all of the above 
offenses, including attempts, which are reported by the police depart- 
ments of contributing cities, and not merely arrests or cleared cases, 


Population table. 

The number, of, cities which at, any time, during the year 1931 
have contributed returns of offenses known to the police to the Bureay 
of Investigation reached 1,437 in October. The population repre. 
sented by those cities is 50 407, 853. This figure, of course, excludes 
the population represented by returns received from county and other 
jurisdictions. Returns were also received from a number of counties 
in the various States, State police in several jurisdictions, the third divi- 
sion of Alaska, Canal Zone, and Porto Rico. Supplementary returns 
were forwarded from various other possessions. In the following table 
are shown the number and per cent of the cities and the number and 
per cent of the population of those cities of more than 10,000 inhabi- 
tants from which returns have been received for any one month of 
1931. In addition to those listed in the table there are 687 cities, of 
the smaller population groups and ee townships representing an 

ate total population for both groups of 3,943,347, which alnp 
contributed returns at some time donne 't e current year. 


Cities filing re- Population repre- 
peal turns sented in returns 


Population groups 


The above table does not include 687 cities and rural to wrnships, aggregs 
The cities included in this figure are those of less than 10,000 pop n 
townships ere of varying populetssa: groups, 


1,267 Cities' Contributed Returns for, October, 

During: the month of October there was an increase of 22 cities 
in the number of returns received currently. There were also ~~ 
mitted for that month reports from 15 cities which previously: 2a 
not furnished crime statistics returns to the Bureau ci Investigation. 
The number of reports received and published monthly during 1931 
is set forth in the table which follows. This tabulation. does " 
include supplementary returns. 
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Total published!returns, including supplementaries, 1931 
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1 Revised. 


Average Daily Offenses. 

The number of cities which contributed returns for both Septet 
and October likewise showed a substantial increase over the number 
that had previously contributed for any two successive months. 
The grou uP contributing ‘for the above two months consisted of 1,227 
cities. e following table shows the daily average of the numberof 


offenses known of the designated classes for these 1,227 cities for the 
months of September and October. 
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5 
Daily average, 1,224 miscellaneous cities 


| Felonious homi- 
cide 


Total | Murder,| Man- | Rape = 
nonneg- \- 


September, 1931__| 1, 918. 4 
October, 1931.....| 2, 005. 3 


The next table of daily averages is based upon figures submitted by 
1,147 cities, each having a population of less than 100,000, which con- 
tributed returns both in September and October. 


Daily average, 1,147 citiesless than 100,000 population 


Felonious homi- “8 
Cide Larceny—theft 


The next table of daily averages is based upon figures submitted by 


77 cities, each of a population of 100,000 or more, which contributed 
returns both in September and October. 


Daily average, 77 cities 100,000 population and over 
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Percentage Table of Part I Offenses. 


The per cent of each offense class to the whole for 1931 is shown by 
months in the following table. These figures, however, are not in- 
tended to indicate crime trends for the particular period, but merel 
reflect the per cent of each class of the designated crimes to the whole 
ras the various months. The figures are based on the total 
num 


r of offenses reported by all contributing cities, exclusive of 
obviously defective and incomplete returns. 
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Per cent of offenses known, 1931 


Part I Classes of the Uniform | Janu- |Febru- Sep- | Octo: 
Classification ary ary March) April | May tember ber 
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Annual Returns. 


The attention of contributors is invited to the fact that the system 
of uniform crime reporting, as adopted by the Bureau of Investiga- 


tion, provides for the preparation of annual reports which are calcu-* 


lated to show the total number of offenses of the designated classes 
for the year, the number. of those offenses which have been cleared 
by arrest, together with the number of persons charged for those 
offenses. On or about the 1st of January the necessary forms, which 
are designated Return B and Return C, will be forwarded to all 
interested police departments. Officials desiring information concern- 
ing the preparation of the annual reports should communicate imme- 
diately with the Bureau of Investigation. 


TABLE ‘I.— Number of offenses known to the police, October, 1931 
{Arranged according to the Uniform Classification of Offenses, Part I} 


Felonious homicide 
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Taste I1.—Number of offenses known to the police, October, 1931--Continued 


Felonious homicide 
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Tasue I.—Number of offenses known to the police; October, 1981—Continued 


Felonious homicide 


State and city 
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1 Not classified; included in total. 





TasLe I.—Number of offenses known to the police, October, 1931—Continued 
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Taste I.—Number of offenses known to the police, October, 1931—-Continued 


Felonious homicide 


State and city 
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TaBLE I..—Number of offenses known.to,the police, October, 1931—Continued 
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Tasusn I.—Number of offenses known to the police, October, 1931—Continued 


State and city 
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1931—Continued 
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Tasixe I~—Number of offenses:known to the police, October, 1931—Continued 
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Taste I.—Number of offenses known to the police, October, 1931—Continued 


State and city 


' Not classified; included in total. 
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TasLe I.—Number of offenses known to the police, October, 1981—Continued 
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Tass I.—Number of offenses known to the police, October, 1931—Continued 


State and city 
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TABLE I.—Number of offenses Basin to the police, October, 1981—Continued 


Felonious homicide 


State and city 
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Taste I,—Number of offenses known to the police, October, 1981-—Continued 


Felonious homicide 


State and city 
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1 Not classified; included in total. 
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TaBLe 1.—Number of offenses known to the police, October, 1981—Continued 


Felonious homicide 
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Tasiw L.—-Number of offenses known to the police, October, 1981—Continued 
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Taste I.—Number-of offenses known to the police, October; 1981--Continued 
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Tazsis 1.—Number of offenses known to the police, October, 1981—Continued 
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Taste J-~A.—County and other reports of known offenses, October, 1931 


Jurisdiction reporting 
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Tasize ~A,—County and other reporis of known offenses, October, 1931—Continued 


Felonious homicide 
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Taste II.—Supplementary returns of offenses known to the police 
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Taste II.—Supplementary returns of offenses known to the police—Continued 


Felonious homicide 
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MAY, 1931—Continued 
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JULY, 1931—Continued 
RHODE ISLAND 


AUGUST, 1931 
CALIFORNIA 





wWOrrotm 


SEPTEMBER, 1931 
ALABAMA 
TAB. 4c ccccccncccccccccce 








37 


Taste II.—Supplementary returns of offenses known to the police—Continued 


Felonious homicide 
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Tanz II1.—Supplementary returns of offenses known to the police—Continued 
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TaB.e IIl-A.—Supplementary county and other réports of known offenses 
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Taste II-B.—Returns for previous months revised 


Felonious homicide 


State and city 
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1 Previously published as Harrison, N. J. 


Tabulation of Police Department Employees. : : 


There is presented in the table which follows a tabulation showing 
the number of police department employees, including civilians, 
cities contributing crime statistical data to the Bureau of Investig# 
tion. 

For comparative purposes the cities are herewith classified into three 
population groups; namely, cities over 250,000, those between 100,000 
and 250,000, and those between 50,000 and 100,000, The populaiaa 
data was obtained fromthe revised 1930 census. The number @ 
police-department — shown in the table is taken from the 
monthly Return A. It is an average for the months of January & 
September, 1931, inclusive. In some instances cities are included 


which have not provided the data for each month during the above 


period, and in such cases the average number is taken for thos 
months in which the figures are available. Police departments from 
which it was impossible to obtain the data for a period of more tha 
three months, however, are excluded. Data furnished by cities = 
—, — was obviously inaccurate or incomplete has been 
reg ‘ 
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In an early issue of the Bulletin the same data for cities between 


10,000 and 50,000 will be presented. 


Tasie A.—Tabulation of police department employees 
1, CITIES OVER 250,000 POPULATION 


Population, 
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TasLp A.— Tabulation of police department employees—Continued 
2. CITIES 100,000 TO 250,000 POPULATION-+Continued 


Average | Number 
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3. CITIES 80,000 TO 100,000 POPULATION 
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TaBLE A.—Tabulation of police department employees—Continued 
3. CITIES 50,000 TO 100,000 POPULATION—Continued 


Average 
number of | per 1,000 
employees | po 
per month 
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